
 

 

A+ High School Eligibility for 2020 Seniors 

In response to multiple school closures as a result of the COVID-19 virus, the 
Department of Higher Education and Workforce Development is issuing the 
following guidance for 2020 high school seniors’ A+ Scholarship eligibility.  This 
guidance is temporary and only applies to 2020 seniors.  All other high school 
students will be required to meet the A+ Scholarship requirements outlined in 
Section 160.545, RSMo and the A+ administrative rule, 6 CSR 10-2.190. 

1. Grade Point Average. To be eligible for the A+ Scholarship, students must 
graduate from high school with a 2.5 cumulative grade point average.  Since 
school closures may negatively impact seniors’ spring 2020 GPA and thus 
the cumulative GPA at graduation, 2020 seniors who have a 2.5 cumulative 
grade point average at the end of either the fall 2019 or spring 2020 
semesters will be eligible. 

2. 50 Hours of Unpaid Tutoring/Mentoring. The A+ Scholarship requires 
students to complete 50 hours of unpaid tutoring or mentoring.  For the 2020 
seniors, the number of tutoring/mentoring hours has been reduced 
temporarily to 25 to accommodate those students who are unable to 
complete 50 hours prior to high school graduation.  The high school’s A+ 
policy should outline acceptable methods of meeting this 
requirement.  Schools may add temporary exceptions to their policies, or 
permanently amend their policies, to allow for a broader range of ways for 
students to complete their tutoring/mentoring hours.  In addition, high 
schools may utilize the six month exceptional circumstances provision 
outlined in the administrative rule for 2020 seniors who are unable to 
complete 25 hours prior to graduation.   

3. Algebra I EOC. DHEWD is working with the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education to develop guidance about how this provision might be 
affected and will provide that guidance as soon as it is available. 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTkuMTkwMDYwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Jldmlzb3IubW8uZ292L21haW4vT25lU2VjdGlvbi5hc3B4P3NlY3Rpb249MTYwLjU0NSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.byGBXLvKsP-2DLXWO10-2D49GtxHadnL9EeTb-5F1rLCvZ6nM_br_76360292475-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=GSntNbUav5AC0JJIyPOufmfQT3u3zI7UKdoVzPd-7og&r=uazKbAdazJHmxwFsF4SKGcinlPu-3XANk-rQtpH4R5c&m=ThcgNQ7WwYhGPIL3ls1bvad8jw-_KDlaGvbjvy7XYYI&s=eGJMIl7d2BqwDz_p46oCU5agGq8jneCMCx-Js7ICRzM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTkuMTkwMDYwNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zb3MubW8uZ292L2Ntc2ltYWdlcy9hZHJ1bGVzL2Nzci9jdXJyZW50LzZjc3IvNmMxMC0yLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.NTthLLpvCLuTMe-2DPEdRONFbDDLp4k9o7TLLeKxj7sv4_br_76360292475-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=GSntNbUav5AC0JJIyPOufmfQT3u3zI7UKdoVzPd-7og&r=uazKbAdazJHmxwFsF4SKGcinlPu-3XANk-rQtpH4R5c&m=ThcgNQ7WwYhGPIL3ls1bvad8jw-_KDlaGvbjvy7XYYI&s=FviVYpkkNhg11VbmhetUmJUAJ6jkM2ZOVnm1gMbQk3o&e=


There are no deviations from standard policy for the following eligibility criteria: 

 95% Attendance. Students must have 95% attendance overall for grades 9-
12 as calculated per the high school’s A+ policy.  The attendance 
percentage is based on the total coursework in which the student was and is 
enrolled in at the high school, regardless of the delivery method.  High 
schools have always had, and continue to have, the ability to take student 
health issues into account when calculating attendance for A+ Scholarship 
purposes through an appeal process.  In this unprecedented situation, 
schools may develop a written blanket policy for calculating attendance for 
the spring 2020 semester rather than requiring individual student 
appeals.  Any blanket policy must be applied consistently to all A+ students. 

 Attend an A+-designated high school for two years. Students must 
attend an A+ high school for at least two years.  As a reminder, students 
must be enrolled in at least 80% of the instructional days included in the two 
year period to meet this requirement.  This requirement is separate from the 
95% attendance requirement, which must also be met.  

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A+ Eligibility for Postsecondary Students 

In response to multiple school closures as a result of the COVID-19 virus, the 
Department of Higher Education and Workforce Development is issuing the 
following guidance for A+ eligibility for 2019-2020 postsecondary students and their 
ability to renew the award for the 2020-2021 academic year.  This guidance is 
temporary and applies only to the 2019-2020 academic year.  For all other 
academic years, students will be required to meet the A+ Scholarship requirements 
outlined in Section 160.545, RSMo and the A+ administrative rule, 6 CSR 10-2.190. 

1. Grade Point Average. The A+ Scholarship requires a minimum cumulative 
GPA of 2.5 to renew the award.  However, to renew the award in the 2020-
2021 academic year, students must only meet satisfactory academic 
progress as defined by the school by the end of the spring 2020 
term.  Students who meet the school’s GPA requirement for satisfactory 
academic progress will be eligible to renew the A+ Scholarship, even if the 
school requires less than a 2.5 GPA.   

2. Full-time Enrollment. Schools may use the All Available Hours exception to 
full-time enrollment for students impacted by closures and/or alternative 
delivery methods in the spring 2020 term.   

3. Students must continue to meet the 12 hours per semester, or 90% of the 
clock hours for the payment period, completion requirement for the spring 
2020 term to be eligible for reimbursement in the first 2020-2021 term in 
which they enroll.  However, as a reminder, students who are eligible for the 
spring 2020 term under the All Available Hours exception are considered to 
have met this requirement if they complete all of the hours that were 
available to them.   

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTkuMTkwMDYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3Jldmlzb3IubW8uZ292L21haW4vT25lU2VjdGlvbi5hc3B4P3NlY3Rpb249MTYwLjU0NSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.OHVYbukTjShoNvWUQjTj40DnpkNb0perhbfV-2DUq70ns_br_76360562815-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=GSntNbUav5AC0JJIyPOufmfQT3u3zI7UKdoVzPd-7og&r=uazKbAdazJHmxwFsF4SKGcinlPu-3XANk-rQtpH4R5c&m=n8D1Wv9LznJJlHcVdWpREZeNQFy5tA51X5lJCpppc4A&s=J71E5QxqQgNMCVsQnEuYvM18Nj12XxQm2cs4whMXtY8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTkuMTkwMDYyMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zb3MubW8uZ292L2Ntc2ltYWdlcy9hZHJ1bGVzL2Nzci9jdXJyZW50LzZjc3IvNmMxMC0yLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.j6EGQLH-5FNyp1rySQcway0fFKMzaMNWsXeHt08TCx91c_br_76360562815-2Dl&d=DwMFAA&c=GSntNbUav5AC0JJIyPOufmfQT3u3zI7UKdoVzPd-7og&r=uazKbAdazJHmxwFsF4SKGcinlPu-3XANk-rQtpH4R5c&m=n8D1Wv9LznJJlHcVdWpREZeNQFy5tA51X5lJCpppc4A&s=-HrURsO8klC04JspXK5GtvbYgP43nhWEFTfmSTqYAwg&e=


The department will issue additional guidance if it becomes necessary as this 
situation unfolds.  If you have any questions, please contact the following staff.  At 
this time, email is the preferred method of communication. 

Connie Bestgen, financial aid specialist 

(800) 473-6757, option 4, (573) 751-1722, or connie.bestgen@dhewd.mo.gov 

Amy Haller, financial aid specialist 

(573) 526-7958 or amy.haller@dhewd.mo.gov 

Kelli Reed, senior associate 

(573) 751-2444 or kelli.reed@dhewd.mo.gov 
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